August 2022 Update

Joint statement from the members of the Public Audit Forum

Over the past two years, Members of the Forum have promoted collaboration between our institutions as we
responded to the challenges presented by the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic across our respective
remits and territories, both through our programmes of work and as we changed our own ways of working.
Our work has been stronger as a result. Together, we have provided independent assurance, facilitated
transparency, and promoted accountability and public-service improvement as we leveraged our unique
cross-government and wider public services insight and public finance perspective to identify and highlight

good practice.

It is clear though that our collaboration can go far beyond the pandemic and can be a source of great
strength as we consider other major issues that impact all of us, whether that be the current cost-of-living
crisis or the longer term challenges presented through climate change. We will build on our own enhanced
interaction and cooperation as we reflect on those challenges and others facing our public services and
wider society. Further details of each organisations’ ongoing work can be found on our websites: Audit
Scotland, Audit Wales, National Audit Office, Northern Ireland Audit Office.



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fwww.audit-scotland.gov.uk*2F*26data*3D05*7C01*7CDeanna.Neesham*40nao.org.uk*7C2570f932431d48d62c2e08da479a9839*7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c*7C0*7C1*7C637901026563898627*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3D*2B0bCVhd4S7WcTHXM6w3aIg4vHAGtoVsMSHR9gc0oFdI*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ZQ47gT_NS_D7ZBHC_ZFvA_Gtuf7MRjkI8yn2BfWyDMIVxP2U6EhVH_ZA5kshu9Eq05u1qZSBiuX99tqfNZYSIRU_A08ySSZgaw*24*26data*3D05*7C01*7CACanning*40audit-scotland.gov.uk*7Cbe828eca14454db93deb08da492650c7*7Cffc4f297d2c045cca5218cece8dbadef*7C0*7C0*7C637902726530269459*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3DGSJXje3KpifhpW4YWT5wgavasL1pwQMoGuQfMSoaaXo*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKiolJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKiolJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ushn0CAZDDg1Y3OX02h64jivwGSyb5Oy0_X1CH43APWG34YlzhweLSg6JrvXXUUmDTZGcTtOI5w4T0sCOUUL1WTaEHQaa8-c3Xw8cY*24%26data%3D05*7C01*7CDeanna.Neesham*40nao.org.uk*7C43bf2dd7198545d446bb08da5dc8b41e*7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c*7C0*7C0*7C637925413838572652*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C%26sdata%3D8e1*2Fszc6mZAMz*2BLi2QW9NisFsAoAdw5FZBdw2Fiy2iY*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqJSUqJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!A_jZAm9j2ts!8OJwEEmY8Qh24_yIOImwgeExaa6P7Vh5mnbXVP4AxqdSX1hnBzJykwJjorJSWpbhZRg4xvhg3ivqD_1TkLyKfjAcW7VoBNpT0ILSGajyA1Q%24&data=05%7C01%7CDeanna.Neesham%40nao.org.uk%7C2d4d757ff49c42f54ab308da8064945e%7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fwww.audit-scotland.gov.uk*2F*26data*3D05*7C01*7CDeanna.Neesham*40nao.org.uk*7C2570f932431d48d62c2e08da479a9839*7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c*7C0*7C1*7C637901026563898627*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3D*2B0bCVhd4S7WcTHXM6w3aIg4vHAGtoVsMSHR9gc0oFdI*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ZQ47gT_NS_D7ZBHC_ZFvA_Gtuf7MRjkI8yn2BfWyDMIVxP2U6EhVH_ZA5kshu9Eq05u1qZSBiuX99tqfNZYSIRU_A08ySSZgaw*24*26data*3D05*7C01*7CACanning*40audit-scotland.gov.uk*7Cbe828eca14454db93deb08da492650c7*7Cffc4f297d2c045cca5218cece8dbadef*7C0*7C0*7C637902726530269459*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3DGSJXje3KpifhpW4YWT5wgavasL1pwQMoGuQfMSoaaXo*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKiolJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKiolJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ushn0CAZDDg1Y3OX02h64jivwGSyb5Oy0_X1CH43APWG34YlzhweLSg6JrvXXUUmDTZGcTtOI5w4T0sCOUUL1WTaEHQaa8-c3Xw8cY*24%26data%3D05*7C01*7CDeanna.Neesham*40nao.org.uk*7C43bf2dd7198545d446bb08da5dc8b41e*7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c*7C0*7C0*7C637925413838572652*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C%26sdata%3D8e1*2Fszc6mZAMz*2BLi2QW9NisFsAoAdw5FZBdw2Fiy2iY*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqJSUqJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!A_jZAm9j2ts!8OJwEEmY8Qh24_yIOImwgeExaa6P7Vh5mnbXVP4AxqdSX1hnBzJykwJjorJSWpbhZRg4xvhg3ivqD_1TkLyKfjAcW7VoBNpT0ILSGajyA1Q%24&data=05%7C01%7CDeanna.Neesham%40nao.org.uk%7C2d4d757ff49c42f54ab308da8064945e%7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fwww.audit.wales*2F*26data*3D05*7C01*7CDeanna.Neesham*40nao.org.uk*7C2570f932431d48d62c2e08da479a9839*7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c*7C0*7C1*7C637901026563898627*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3Dc4WjCfA*2BqTvK2hCdZvEvMSpxGcJ6HotOmDyN*2FPRKV0Q*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ZQ47gT_NS_D7ZBHC_ZFvA_Gtuf7MRjkI8yn2BfWyDMIVxP2U6EhVH_ZA5kshu9Eq05u1qZSBiuX99tqfNZYSIRU_A08jaiyY8c*24*26data*3D05*7C01*7CACanning*40audit-scotland.gov.uk*7Cbe828eca14454db93deb08da492650c7*7Cffc4f297d2c045cca5218cece8dbadef*7C0*7C0*7C637902726530269459*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3D*2BJYH4SPgijAuPJwBok*2BcsiGu9nZHtMJnJWEH0ptNo1g*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKiolJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKioqJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ushn0CAZDDg1Y3OX02h64jivwGSyb5Oy0_X1CH43APWG34YlzhweLSg6JrvXXUUmDTZGcTtOI5w4T0sCOUUL1WTaEHQaa8-SEOjsXo*24%26data%3D05*7C01*7CDeanna.Neesham*40nao.org.uk*7C43bf2dd7198545d446bb08da5dc8b41e*7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c*7C0*7C0*7C637925413838572652*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C%26sdata%3DLnTAgnB0*2B*2FJxNNrqcKpCxdnqc84*2Bpfea50kzf7Xclp4*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiolJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKioqJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!A_jZAm9j2ts!8OJwEEmY8Qh24_yIOImwgeExaa6P7Vh5mnbXVP4AxqdSX1hnBzJykwJjorJSWpbhZRg4xvhg3ivqD_1TkLyKfjAcW7VoBNpT0ILSgW9vf60%24&data=05%7C01%7CDeanna.Neesham%40nao.org.uk%7C2d4d757ff49c42f54ab308da8064945e%7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Fwww.nao.org.uk*2F__*3B!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ZQ47gT_NS_D7ZBHC_ZFvA_Gtuf7MRjkI8yn2BfWyDMIVxP2U6EhVH_ZA5kshu9Eq05u1qZSBiuX99tqfNZYSIRU_A08UXgAd_0*24*26data*3D05*7C01*7CACanning*40audit-scotland.gov.uk*7Cbe828eca14454db93deb08da492650c7*7Cffc4f297d2c045cca5218cece8dbadef*7C0*7C0*7C637902726530269459*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3DUaP*2F8uXpf*2BLc6K1K*2B47MDZQ88eQlSM65zmlIyJgEKlk*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ushn0CAZDDg1Y3OX02h64jivwGSyb5Oy0_X1CH43APWG34YlzhweLSg6JrvXXUUmDTZGcTtOI5w4T0sCOUUL1WTaEHQaa8-fOH-2JI*24%26data%3D05*7C01*7CDeanna.Neesham*40nao.org.uk*7C43bf2dd7198545d446bb08da5dc8b41e*7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c*7C0*7C0*7C637925413838572652*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C%26sdata%3DkYzS8vK3yixP6*2Brb0WWZNgqjouN0muSdO15pMahFud0*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKioqKioqKiolJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKioqKiUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!A_jZAm9j2ts!8OJwEEmY8Qh24_yIOImwgeExaa6P7Vh5mnbXVP4AxqdSX1hnBzJykwJjorJSWpbhZRg4xvhg3ivqD_1TkLyKfjAcW7VoBNpT0ILS13wCB_4%24&data=05%7C01%7CDeanna.Neesham%40nao.org.uk%7C2d4d757ff49c42f54ab308da8064945e%7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c%7C0%7C0%7C637963466709060196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ygySKrBRXeKTRHr5AOdecEYFrlqhfSHYptvtUpBpHQk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Feur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fwww.niauditoffice.gov.uk*2F*26data*3D05*7C01*7CDeanna.Neesham*40nao.org.uk*7C2570f932431d48d62c2e08da479a9839*7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c*7C0*7C1*7C637901026563898627*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3D028CM07EYM5qbp3fcrX4rOE4V4wmDwMnp3iLQNl*2Bo6E*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ZQ47gT_NS_D7ZBHC_ZFvA_Gtuf7MRjkI8yn2BfWyDMIVxP2U6EhVH_ZA5kshu9Eq05u1qZSBiuX99tqfNZYSIRU_A08IR_iMyA*24*26data*3D05*7C01*7CACanning*40audit-scotland.gov.uk*7Cbe828eca14454db93deb08da492650c7*7Cffc4f297d2c045cca5218cece8dbadef*7C0*7C0*7C637902726530269459*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3D1LSmfyd9QLOelDmk*2BlVcxTHatpQaaE*2BF0ZlkLuFpf9g*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKiolJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKiolJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!A_jZAm9j2ts!9ushn0CAZDDg1Y3OX02h64jivwGSyb5Oy0_X1CH43APWG34YlzhweLSg6JrvXXUUmDTZGcTtOI5w4T0sCOUUL1WTaEHQaa8-vc8DtwI*24%26data%3D05*7C01*7CDeanna.Neesham*40nao.org.uk*7C43bf2dd7198545d446bb08da5dc8b41e*7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cfc414d4f8c*7C0*7C0*7C637925413838572652*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C%26sdata%3DqymXKf7C9vJLgI38okO*2BBrCPBDPNlZJTxvEPrOW2AI0*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKioqKioqKioqKioqKioqJSUqKiolJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!A_jZAm9j2ts!8OJwEEmY8Qh24_yIOImwgeExaa6P7Vh5mnbXVP4AxqdSX1hnBzJykwJjorJSWpbhZRg4xvhg3ivqD_1TkLyKfjAcW7VoBNpT0ILShYoN8ks%24&data=05%7C01%7CDeanna.Neesham%40nao.org.uk%7C2d4d757ff49c42f54ab308da8064945e%7Ce569c7b06dfc42b89b6a2cf

